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ABSTRACT * ' . ^ . 
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on various aspects of maternal eiployoent. Figiiies;, ar€ presented for 
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One bf the mosf striking demographic changes that has taken 'place 
in the pdgt-World War II era has-been the increase 'in labor force par- 
ticipation ofrwomen'with children under 18 years of age. Since the *^ 
period Jmmediately preceding World-^War II, the 'number of . vtjmen workers ' 
has more tha;i doubled but 4:he number of working mothers Has increased 
more than tenfold. - , - 

■ - • \ . : 

Nearly half (49 percent) at all mothers were ia the labor force in 
March 1976 compared with 35 percent xn 1965, 27 percent in l9i55, and only .^^ , 
9 percent in 1940. Al.tltough the labor force jjarticipation rates of all ^ 
women have increased markedly in the postwar era, the growth among mothers V 
has been substantially larger, so" that by 1976 their rate actually sur- 
passed that for all womarf. • ^ - . 

, Working mothers make substantial tontr'ibutio/is to the Nation's econ- 
omy as well, as to family income! In many>instances these working .women 
.raise family income above the poverty level. Among those working mothers 
with husbands present, 20 percent had husbands whose incomes were below 
$7,000 in 1975. Also, income is of crucial importance to a significant 
number of women ^dtlo are raising children in homes where the father is ♦ 
absent; 2.9 million working mothers were widowed, divorced, or separated • 
in 1976. . 

• ' ' . *^ * " ' > 

'Neatly haU (46 percent) of all children under 18 years of age have 
mothers, in the wotk force. While the number of children^ in t>he population 
has d^linea sharply since 1970, the number x>f children with working mothers / 
has risen oorfs^iderably-^by 2.7 million* 

MOTHER^ In the LABOR ?ORCE x ' ' ' ^ s 



Of thfe nearly 38 million womerti in the labor force in ftarcin976, t4.'6 
^million had children ^wnder 18 years of age. Some 9.2 million' of these 
mothers had children 6 to 17 years of age only, representing over. three- - 
fifths of all working mothers. About 5.4'millipn had children junder age 
6,1/ accounting for nearly two-fifths of all working inothers. \ Of the^e . 
mothers, 2.8 million had children 3 to 5 years and 2.5 million had chil- \ 
diren under 3 years of age. ' * . . 

,Mothrfi with husbands ab45ent (widowed, divorced, separated) .were moie . 
likely to be in the' labor force than weref'those with husbands present; ' 
regardless of the ages^ of th^ir ch'ildrer^' Even with very young children. - ' 
(unde;r 6 years of age)\ mothers with husbands absent had "a labor force 
participation rate of 56 percent; the- rate for those with husbands present 
was 37 percent (table 1). • ^ 



J./ May also hate older children* 



Note: '^othj^fs"' refers to^, those with children imtLer 18 years of age. 
Unless otherwise indicated, d^ta are for Mdrch 1976 and apply to women 16 
years of ag#'and over. / 

- ' 'i . 



\ TabU 1. --Mothers in the Labor Force, by l^ital Status of Mother' f 
s '.^ ' X ' and Age of Children, March 1976 ' , ' - * 

* • . * • " * 

(Mothers J6 years ^of age and over) 

— > — « / 

I ^ ^ 



Marital, status of mother * 
and age of phildren 



Number 
(in thousands) 



PeYcfent 
distri-* 
bution 



^ 4s percent of 
all ever- 
matried wc^nen 
in the 
population 



Mothers with children under 18 Vears 
Married, husband present ' . 
Widojfed, divorced, or sepa?tated 

Mothers wi^th children 6 to 17 years 
Married, husband present 
Widowed, 3ivojK:ed, or separated 

Mot%iers^wit:h childrin u^der 6 years 
Married, husband present ♦ 
Widowed, divorced, or separated 

Mothers with children 3* to 5 years/ 
(none under 3) 1/ 
Married, husband present 
Widowed, divorced, separated^ 



only 



1/ 



Motherjs with children under 3 years 
Married, »hlisband presents 
Widowed, divorced, or separated 

• / ' 



1/ , 





• 14,598 
11,693 
'2,904' 


100.0 
80.1 
19.9 


^ 48.8 
' 46.1 
-63.8 




9,239 
7,270 
1,970. 


1,63.3 
49.8 
13.5 


^56.2 
53.7 
• 68.1 




- 5,358 
> 4,424 
935 


36.7 
. , 30.3 
. 6-4 


*3^.7\ 
37.4 
56.2 




' I ■ 








2,827 
2,227 
600 


19.4 
15.3 • 
' • 4.1 


47^2 
A4.1 
V63.4 




2,531 
2,197 ' 
335 


17.3 , 
15.1 
2.3 


/ 33.8- 
32.4* 
^.7 . 



^/ May also haye older childrerr: 



Minority Mothers 2/ - 

^ • , ' •■ 

of chUd^en minority women workers, nearly, 2.2 milUon were mothers • 

chiUrenTto- ?7 . °^ ^'-^ "'^^^^^^ '^^'^ mothers'had 

cnildren 6 to 17 year^ only,, and 944,000 had children under the age of 6 (table 2) 



Table 2. --Minority Mothers in' the Labor Force, by Maj;ital Status 
of Mother and Age of Children , March 1976 - ' 



(Mothers 16 ^ears of Sig^ and over) 



■s- ■ A, 

Malrital Status of mother 
and -age of children 



' Mothers wibh children under 18 years 
. Married; husbai^ present 
Widowed, divorced, or ?eparated^ 

M9thers with children 6 to 17 yeaijs'only 
Married, husband present 
Widowed, divorced, or separated . , 

MofehBrs with children under 6 years lA" 
Married, husband {^resent ~* 
, Widowed,* divorced, or separated 



Number 
' (in thousands) 



Percent 
distri- 
bution 



As percent of 

ever- , 
married women 
in the 
population 



2,154 ' 


,100.0 


58.1. 


1,438 


66.8 


58.3 


716 - > 


33.2- • 


57.7 


1,210 


56.2 


62.4 


753 


35.0 


63.8 


457 


21.2 


60.3 


944 


■ • • 43 .'f 


53.3 


684 


31.8*. 


- 53.2 


259 


12.0 • 


. 53.8 





1/ May also have older children. 



to all mothers, the participation rates" of minority mothers with 



> -I . 



i 2/ -Iricludes those of;^l races" other than white? 'Spahi'sh^rigin mothers ' • 
. ^re included in the white J^ulatioiwr ■ ■ • < ■ ■ 
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Trjgnds 111 Labor Force 'Paarticipation 



Betweerf 1940 and 1976 the labor force participation rate of mothers 
increased ^oje thfua fivefold, reflecting the most signif^a^t change ia 
the Isabbr /force this country has. ever experienced. In 1940 the 28-pei;cent 
rate of all women was over three times the 9rpercent rate of all mouthers. 
However, /by 1976 the situation had changed dramatically, the rate for 
mothers/ at 49 percent, was 2 percentage ^points higher than that for all 



womer^ yCtable 3). 



> 



Table S'.-'-LaBbr Force Participation. Rates of Mothers and 
. Ml Women,!/ Selected Years, 1940-1976 



\; 


Year ' 


Mothers 2/ . 


♦ All women 2/ 




Vl' 


' . ' ' ' 






1976 


48.8 






1975 • 


. 47.4 


46.3 




1974 , 


45:7 


* 45.6 




1972 


42.9 


^43.9 




1970 ' 


42.0 


43.3 




1968 


59.4 • 


41.^ 




1966 


35.8 


38.9. 




1964 


34.5 


37.4 




1962 


32.9 


36.6 




1960 


"30.4. 


36.7 




1958 ■ 


29.5 


36.* 




' *1956 


27.5 


35.9 




19^4 ■ • 


25.,6 


33.7 




1952 . 


23.8 


33.8' 




1950 


21.6 


33.1 




1948 , 


20.2 


' 31.9- 




19^46 


18.2 


• 31,2 


» 


1940 ■ ' • • 

* 


8.6'. 


• T . 



1^/ Includes women 16 years of age and over for 1968- 
1976 and 14 years and over, prior to- 1968. * 
^\ 2/ I^ta are for Marc|j excepl; 1946-1954, which are 



I ■ 

\ 



for April. ^ 

3/ .Annual averages. 



i 
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Although the presence of very yourtg children in the homesteads to 
affect the labor force participatidn of mothers, an increasing proportion 
of these Inothers are entering the work force. ' For example, frcjm 1971 to 

. 1976 the labor force participation rate -of mothers with' children under 3 
years of age rose 7 perce^ntage points— from 27 to 34 percent; foi^ those • 
witl> children 3 to 5 years the rate increased^ 9 percentage points— ^frbm 
38 to 47 percent. However, the' rate for motKers \p.th children 6 to 17 
^ rose only 4 percentage points over the 5-year period--from 52 to per^- 
cent. In I960 the |labor force participation rate o^ mdthars with' children 
under 3 was 17 percent; with children 3 to 5, 27 percent; and with chil- ' 

. • dren 6 to 17, 43 percent. 

^ Age ' ; . 

^ The median age of working mothers was 35 years — the same as that of 
all women workers. Slightly over one-fou^h (26 pfercent) of ajl' working 
. mothers were between 25 and 34 years of age, and nearly one^ fourth (22 
. ' percent) were between 35 and 44;, (table 4). . , ^ , 



Table 4. --Ever-Married Women 1/ in the Labor Force, 
by Age Group., March 1976 



■9 






As percent of 




Number 


# 


* all, ever- 




inf labor 


Percept 


tnarried women 




force 


distri- 


in the 


Age group ^ 
■ i 


(in thousands) 


bution 


population 


16 years of age and over 


^8 , 734 


100. 0 


. 43.9 


16 to 24 years 


, 3,648 


12.7 


55.0 


25 to 34 years 


7,497 


26.1 


53.2 


35 t^o 44 years 


' 6,386 


22. Z 


57.2 


45 years and over 


• . 11*204 


. 39.0 

. 


* 33.4 



\J Evei;-married .yomen with children under 18 years of age. 

i 
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Work Experience^ _ ' v , . \ . • • "' 

Among mothers '(husband pjjeseftt^ wi/h woTk experience in fs'lSs' those 
with children aged 6 to 17-we^e' more^Hlcely to be workxng on full-time 
schedules 3/ than were those with pre*school-age chi,ldren (undet 6) . Of. 
the total number -with children 6 to 17 yetirs old, 4,9 million were on 
full-time schedules,, with. 64 g^ercent working year.roVnd (table 5). Of 
the motliers with children ninder 6 years of age^ 3.6 million were^ on full- 
time schedules but oi^y'40 percent worked 50 to 52^weeks'. * • - ^ 

About 311 jnillion mothers with 'childreiZ-e to 17. years of * age ^were orf . 
part-time schedules 4/; '2.1 million (68 percent) of . them worked 27 • 
or mote.- Of the 2:0 million part tiaiets .with cl^ildreit under 6, half W 
vorked 27 weeks or more. . ^ ' , / • • 

Unemployment ' ^ X 

The 8.6-percent unemployment irate of mothers was lii^h^r than that of 
.all ever-maj»ied women (7.5 percent) but was about the same as that of all 
^omen worWs (8.5 percent). The rate of married women with husbands 
present wZs. 7.9 petcetrt, subs^atitially lower than the 11.3'percent; for 
those who were widowed, divorced, *r separated. Mothers who had children . 
under age 6 and whose husbands were present in th^home werd ui^ployed at 
a rate of 11.2 perfcent, ton*sxderably lower than the 16.9 percenf rate frfr 
mothers with husbands absent (table 6). ' ■ ' 

Occupations * • ■ 1 

' The occupational ^distributtton of working mothers 4jith husbands present 
was quite similar to that^of allVom&n Jn March, 19 7S (latest 'date far which 
data ar6 available). Among working mothers, 34 percent were clerical work- 
ers 18 percent were service workers (except private household), 17 percent 
^7ere in professional and technical jobs, and 13 percent were operatives. 
Only 5 perctent were managers and administratdts\ (table 7). . 

\ ■ ^ V 

%l Worked 35 hours or more a week^uring a majority of , the weeks 

- worked. ^ t . #.k 

4/^ Worked less than 35 hours a week during a majority ot tne 

weeks worked • 



' ^ Tai)le 5.--?Tork Experience iiyl975 of Married Women (Husband Present), 

by Presence and Age^of Children, March 1976 ^ n 



— f 




r 


(Numbers in 


thousands) 










• 






Percent of 
civilian non- 
institutional 

populat;ion 




Worked full 


time" y 


-\ 

\ » 

« 


• • 

r 

Worked part 


time "y 


Presence, and age 
^ of children 




with work 
experience 




'Total 


50. *o 52 

weeks 




11 to 49 
/weeks 


1 to 26 
weeks 


' Total 


11 weeks 
OT more 


1 to 26 
weeks 


Nc^ children under* 18 years 


49.4 


11,118 

> 


8,148. 


5,6«6 


1,37« , 


1,114 . 


. 2,970 


2,V)87' 


883 


Children '6 tj^ 17- years 


only 


59.5 - 


8,058 


4,947 


3,175 


928 


^.844 ■ 


3,111 


2,121 


■ .9190 ^ 


^ Children 3 co 5 years 
1 (none under 3^ 3[/ 




50.7" 


2(558 


1,566 


•1 

• 800 


333 


434 


• '991 


' 553 


438. 


Children under 3 years 


If 


44.3 

J 


3,003 


1,^90 


605 \ 


552^ 


832 ■ 


1,013 


453 


560 



1^^ Worked 35 hours or more a week during a majority of the weeks worked. 
^/ Worked less than 35 hours a we"ek during ^ majority of the weeks worked. 
3/ May also have older children. ' ' * ; . 
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Table- 6. --Employment Status of Ever-MarrieJi'Wcmpn 1(5 Yfears of Age and Ovep, 
. • by .Presenpe and Age Children, Marph" 1976 

■■ (Numbers in thousands; 



■A 



V . 



# 



Employment status 





Children m<^ev 18 



Under- 6 years 1/- 



No ^ 

children , 6 to 17 

unk^Sjyil^tL ^ Z;-^ years 3 to 5 years, .Under 3 

Eal" orfly Total none under 3* years 



I 

00 
I 



All ever -married women 
In labor force 
^Unemployed 
* Unemployment rate 

^Married <husband present) 
In labor fdtce 
. Unei:nployed 

ynemployment rate 

Widowed, divorced^ or separated 
""InJ^bor force 
Unemployed ' " ' , 
Unemployment rate 



.65,425 
28,734 
- 2,149 
7.5 

47,852 
.21,554 
1,530 
7.1 

1^7,573 
' 7,161 
' 619- 
• 9.6 



/ 



35,509 ' 
14,137 
• 897 
. .6.5 


29,916 
14,598 
1,252 
8.6 


16,434' 
9,239 1 
599 ' 
6.5 


13,482 
. 5,358 
654 
12.2 


5,990 
• 2,827 

■ 2,76 
9.8 - 


22, 49^^ 
9,860 
607 
■'6.2 


■25,361 
11, 69^ 
923 
.7.9 


• 13,543 ll,-819 
7,270 4,424 . 
427' • -496 
3.9 ^ 11.2 


1 

^ 5,044- 
2,227' 
.193 


13,019 
4,276 
.290 
6. .8 


A, 554 

329 
11.3 


,2,891 
r,970 
. 171 
8.7 


1,663^ 
935 
158 

. 16.9, 


946. 
600 
83 

• 1-3.9 





7,49i-- 
2,531 
378 
14.9 

6,774 
■2,197 
303. 

717 
335 
75' 
22.3 • 



1/ May- alsb hav» older children. 
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Table^.--Occupktionai Distribution of Working Mottiers (Husband FresentJN^^ 
. hy Age of Children, March 19/5 



Children 



Under 18 6 to 17 Under 6 
Occupation group - ye^rs years* years!/ 



Total (in thousands)- 10,286 ' 6,465 3,821 

Percent * . 100.0 100.0^ 100.0 

Profess^.onal and technical work&rs 17.4 ' - 16.4 . 18.9 

Manager and administrators, nonfarm 4.7 5.4^ • " 3^.4 

Sales Workers * 6.8 ' 7.1 ' -^.2 

Clerical Workers • 34.4 35^3 . \ 32.7 

Craft and kindrea workers 1.7 2.() . ' 1.4 

Operatives, Including transport * p~. 1 12.8 ' 13.8 
Service workers (except private 

'household) • , ^ -17.7 17.0 18.9 

Private household wof'kers 2.1 r.9 ? " -2 6 

'Farmers^nd farm manager^ ^ , 0.3* 0.3 , 0-^3 

Farm laborers and supervisors , 1.0 ' 1.0 oj9 

Laborers, nonfarm O.B » 0.7 f 0.9 



, 1^/ i May also have older children. % ' 

INCOME OF HUSBANDS • 

. • V', ■ ■ 

. A significant proportion of working mothers have husbands whose in- 
comes are below the, low- income or poverty level. V In fact, among the 11.7. 
million working mothers with hi;3bands present, 2;3 million had husb^ands 
whose 1975 incomes were below $7,000. Included were 595,000 whose husbands 
had xncomes below $3,000^ 671,000 whose husbands had incomes between $3,000 
and $5,000; and about 1 million, whose husbands had inco^aes between $5,000 
and $7,000. , . . ^ 

Among worki^EiJ^ mothers with school-age children (6 to 17), 1.2 million 
had husbands with Incomes below $7,000; almost as njany (1.0 million) with 
prfeschoDlers had husbands in that income i^racket. - . 



5/ Th^ low- income or poverty level is based on the Social 'Security 
. Administration's poverty thresholds, adjusted annually'in accordance with 
changeirin" the Depdttment of Labor's Consumer Price Index. Classified as 
poor in 1975 were tnose nonfarm households where total money 'income x^as 
less thai;! $2,724 'for an unrelated individual; $3,506 for a couple; and 
$5,500 for a, family of four. (The^ poverty level for farm families is set 
^at 85 percent'of the rorryespondiitg* levels for nonfMi families.) 

■• . - ■ r . ; • 



' • . •. .-.//' . . ■ 

Among minority mothers ijd the labor fott^* about 475,000 (33 percaift) \ 
Jiad^^usbands with 1975 incofe^s below $7,000* : Of thes6 mothers, lOZ^OOu A 
\ad husbands with incomes >felow $3,000; 158,000,' between $3,000 and $5,000; / 
and 216, OOb, between $5^0 and $7,000. About 265^000 minority mothers ^ , 
with school-jage children and 210,000 with preschoolers had husbands \^ose 
incomes were below ^,000. r ^ . ^ 



/ 



CHILDREN OF WORKING WOXJ&RS, ^ * 

Of the 61,. 7 millioa children under 18 years of age, 28.2 jj^illion 
(46 percent of all children under' 18 years) had mothers in the labor force 
(table 8). Although the t;o'tal ^number of children in the' population has 
decreased by 4.1 million since 1970. (a result. of the overall decline in 
the birrfi rate)', tke ntanb^ of children with mothers in the labor force 
has risen by 2.6 million. / The increase ocqurre^ nilostly^in fesfale-head 
families — 1.7 milJLiqn; in husband-wife f^^lies the increase Vas 886,000. 

' ' > • 1 ^ • ' • . * - 

Among f ami lias with scho.ol-age children only (6 tjp 17 years)^ the 

increase in t1;ie number of children with workfng mothers was also greater 
in ifemale-head families, where fhe number rose by 1.3 milli'on. In husband- 
wife families the ^jincreasft, was 453,000. However, among fj|tt[ilies with pre- 
school-age -children (under 6 years), the increase since 19/0 in, the number 
of children with mothers -in the, labor. force was slightly greater in husband- 
,wife families (433,000) than in female-head families (416,000). 



Table 8. — Number of Children Under 18 Years Old, by Age,' Type^ of Family,^. 
^ and Labor Force Status of tlother, March 1970 and 1976" 

/> • • . ■ ' 



Type of fayily and 
labor force 
status of mother 



Number of childrea, 1976 
(in thousands) 



'Number of children, 1970 
, (tl$ thdusands) 



Under '6 to 17 Under 
18 years years 6 years 



• Under '6 to 17 Under 
18 years yeats 6 years 



Total Children 1/ j 

Mother in laboi; f^rce ^ 
Mother not in labor. f5rce 

Husband-wiJEe families 
Mother in \abor fo«ce 
Mother not' in /labor -force 



fainili 



Female-head fsdhilies 2/' 
Mother in labor forQe 
Mother not in labor force. 



61,697 
28,159 
32,828 

.51,586 
22,868 
28,718 

9,4^1 
5,291 
4,110 



44,058 
21,720 
21,708 

36,, 255, , 
17,488 
18,767 

7,173 
4,232 ' 
-2,942 



17,639 
6,439 
11,120 

-15,332 
" 5,380 
9,952 

2,227 
1,059 
1,168 



65,755 
25,544 
39,550 

58,39^^ 
21,982 
36,4jUH^ 

6,6.95 
3,56i 
•3,1^ 



46, 14^ 

19,954 
25,627 

40,479 
17,035 
23,444 

5,102 
2,919 
, 2,183 



•19,606 
5,590 
13,923 

' r 

17,920 
■ 4,947 
12,973 

1,.593 
643 
950 



r rj 5 -r^ ^ ' ; — - — — : 

1/ children are defined as /'own"' children of the 
married sons and daughters, stepchildren, p.nd adopted 




family head an4 iiiilude 
childtetn. ^ 



ver 



ip Family h«ads are Vifowed, divorced, separated; or single. * 
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CHILD CARE 




EMElfrS 



• Of particular concern today "*is the. availability and quality of child 
cate arrangements which are offered vj^orking mothers. With the increase in 
• labor force participation of mothers, especially those jwith children under* 
6, there is a growing need for lower cost and more readily available day 
care facilities for children in the formative years. In 1975 ?here were 
over 16 million children 3 to' 13 years old of working mothers; but only 
279,000 (1.7 percent) were enrolled in group care centers enable. 9). \ 



Table 9. --Child Care Arrangements, by Number and Age of 
t Children of Employed ^lotKers,. 1975 



(Numbers 


in thousands) 




<• > 














Lniiaren 


• 




3 to 13 


3 to 6 


7 to 13 


Arrangement 
— p — . — ^ 


years 


years 


years 


Total children 


16,046 

* 


4,658 


• - 

11,388 


Care in own home 


13,354 


3,027. 


10,327. 


Child's parents 


9,797 


2,514 '■ 


7,283 


Child cares for self 


1,595 


20 


1,575 


Other relative 


1,504 


346 


1,'158 


Nonrelative 


458 


147 


311 . 


Care in someone else's home 


2,097 


1,342 


755 


Relative 


932 


570 


' 362 


'Nonrelative 


1,165- 


' 772 


393 , 


Group care center 


. 1 279 


193 • 


86 


Other 


J ■ 72 




72 


Not reported 


24^ * 


98 


■ 149 



T' Despite the ^ing trend in mojJipr?' tl^boj? forcfe participatii$n, ' 
studl^r. characteristically find that the presefnce of yoiing children' in the 
home ^ends to be an inhibiting f^cror in the mother's llibor force activity. 
It wouZ4 seem to follow that expanding day care facilities would not only 
permit more women with young childrerKto enter the job market in search of 
work; if they so wisH, but would also alleviate many of the difficulties 
that mothers who {presently work h^ve in'^larranging for* |^e care of their 
children. , • 



( 



Source: Data-in this report are from the U.S. Department of. Com- 
Hierce, Bureau of the Census, and U.S. Department of Labor,, Bureau of 

Labor S^tatiStiCS. * U » OOVERNMBNT FWNTINO OrnCC. !*77-720.0e5/«7t; 3.1 

- 11 - 

. ■ ■ ■ ic - ■ •- ■ 



